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VERN’S
COLLISION INC.
Free Loaners
• Unibody • Frame

• Paint Specialists • Glass
• State-certified Mechanics

More than 40 years
at the same
location.

(810) 232-6751
2409 Davison Rd.

Managed by the
Piper Management Group

Call
today to
reserve

your new
home!

TDD: 810-649-3777
Equal Housing Opportunity

Senior Living
Simplified

810-239-4400
800 E. Court St.

Near College Cultural Center
Easy Expressway Access

Immediate Occupancy!

(Rents start at $415)

Ryan Eashoo

Flint’s Resident
Realtor — The Name

Trusted in More
Neighborhoods
(810) 234-1234

FREE Home
Warranty

Free instruction in the original Biblical
languages of Arabic, Aramaic, Greek,

Hebrew and Latin
Contact

kennethharold72@yahoo.com
In Christian Love and Prayer, Brother Richard Allinger
Associate Degree in Biological Sciences (1973), C.S. Mott
Community College; B.A. in Elementary Education (1978);

B.R.E. (2012) and M.R.E. Candidate.
www.unitedtheologicalseminarymonroe.org, www.mtcalvaryflint.com
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Now that Flint’s mayoral primary is over,
we’ll have to wait until November to see
who emerges as our new mayor.
But as our mayoral race takes a short

respite, national politics won’t give us much
of a breather. Though the presidential elec-
tion is a year and a half away, the campaigns
are building up a head of steam and show no
signs of letting up. At the moment there are
at least 17 Republicans and 5 Democrats in
the race—with more likely. Several presi-
dential campaigns have already made
appearances in the Genesee County area.
The current contest presents a dilemma.

The good columnist genie in me says that I
should ignore Donald Trump and his latest
goofy statements – they are simply designed
to attract attention and boost his overblown
ego. But the evil columnist genie says
Trump’s bloviating is too big of a story to
ignore – and besides, it’s as much fun as a
circus side show.
As is often the case, the evil genie wins

–– at least for a paragraph or two.
I’ve often wondered. Does wearing a

dead squirrel on your head make you say
nutty things? Or if you are a little bit nutty
are you more likely to wear a dead squirrel
on your head? I don’t know. I suppose that
question is best left up to psychologists. In
any case, Trump’s wacky statements have
garnered him a lead in the polls, a podium at
the debates, and more attention than he
deserves.
If he has served any purpose at all, it’s to

allow other Republican candidates to appear
more normal when they denounce him.
Some did so fairly quickly ... others took
their time. Democrats, in turn, can sit back
and watch the Republican food fight and
hope that Trump continues to dominate the
news cycle.
If past history is any guide, Trump will

probably fade with the dog days of summer,
and we’ll move on to the next “candidate of
the month.” (Though Trump’s money could
keep him in the game longer than expected.)
He plans to campaign in the area this month.
But for all the attention he’s garnering,
Trump’s not the only candidate to visit the
area and probably not the most significant.

Rand Paul surprise
Perhaps the most surprising and interest-

ing visit was Rand Paul’s appearance at the
Flint Farmers’ Market in July. Not only did
the hardcore Republican/Libertarian make a
stop in strongly Democratic Flint, but his
speech was not the usual Republican boiler-

plate about lower taxes and smaller govern-
ment (though that was not ignored for the
party faithful). What was most curious
about Paul’s speech was finding some
agreement between the right and the left on
at least some issues.
More than a few of his ideas could find a

following in Democratic Genesee County.
For example, his appeal to reform the crim-
inal justice system by removing drug crimes
and other ‘victimless’ crimes from the law
books, could find support among both liber-
al Democrats and Libertarian/Republican
voters. The U.S. incarcerates a larger pro-
portion of our population than any other
nation on earth, at a huge cost. Democrats
object on human rights and racial bias
grounds. Some Republicans see the prison
system as a costly form of big government
that could be reduced.
Unlike some Republicans, Paul didn’t

assume that the SecondAmendment was the
only part of the Bill of Rights that matters.
His denunciation of the NSA spying and

his support of the 4th and 5th Amendments
would probably find backing among many
Democrats as well as some Republicans.

Good left/right arguments
Similarly, Rand Paul’s arguments against

the overuse of ‘civil forfeiture laws’ should
find a welcoming ear in both liberal
Democratic and Libertarian/Republican
camps. These laws allow police to seize
property that might have been used in a
criminal activity. The problem is that the
level of proof for such seizures is much
lower than the level of proof needed to find
someone guilty of a crime. There are many
instances of local police departments using
these laws to seize cars, houses, boats and
other property, even when there are no crim-
inal charges filed against a defendant. For
some departments it has become a major
source of revenue. In an example of politics
making strange bedfellows, both the liberal
ACLU and the conservative Mackinac
Center have joined together in opposing the
practice in Michigan.

Corporate welfare
Republicans have long beat the drum

against “the welfare state”— denouncing
individuals who receive government bene-
fits— and they are all too willing to conjure
up lurid stories of “welfare queens” who
buy steak and lobster on food stamps. They
have rarely said much about corporate wel-
fare, where businesses receive government
benefits in the form of tax breaks, subsidies,

(Continued on Page 10.)

Essay
Can left, right find common ground?
(or) Should Rand Paul trump Trump?

By Paul Rozycki
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FIA Art School director a new arrival and native son
By Andrew Keast

While courses at the Flint Institute of
Arts may provide practicing artists with
advanced instruction and support, they
also enable outsiders to enter the realm –
– as Donovan Entrekin did years ago as an
unfocused student in his early twenties.
“I didn’t know what I wanted to do,”

Entrekin, now 39, recalls. With no sense
of direction and little interest in art, he
began a program at Mott Community
College, “just going for an associate’s
degree in whatever,” and it was without
any definite intentions that he came to the
FIA and took a class, “just out of curiosi-
ty.”
That class awoke a passion in Entrekin,

who eventually went on to earn a Master
of Fine Arts (M.F.A.) degree at the
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and
to pursue a relevant career. His under-
graduate degree was in painting and print-
making, his graduate degree in painting
and sculpture. After years of working as a
professional artist, educator and adminis-
trator, he has now returned to Flint and
FIA’s Art School as its director.
Entrekin came back to Flint after seven

years at the Interlochen Center for the
Arts, where he was most recently assistant
director of admissions and financial aid.
Knowing from experience how the

introduction of art may change a person’s
life, Entrekin hopes to encourage others to
try a course here – in photography or
ceramics, for example, or sculpture,
watercolor or graffiti.
“A place like this provides opportuni-

ties for people who maybe didn’t know
what they wanted to do,” he says.
“Sometimes it’s just recreation; some-
times it inspires a path.” Entrekin says he
sees tremendous benefits either way.
And just as the new director under-

stands his position as more than a mere
job, so does the city itself mean much to
Entrekin, who was born and raised in
Flint. He says he perceives a lot of cre-
ative energy in the city, an atmosphere
grown more vibrant since his departure.
“It was a bit of a surprise to me,” he

says, “because I hadn’t been in Flint in
ages.” Especially moving was “how
involved people were – how much they
cared,” and “that was part of what brought
me back here.”
“When I left here in the late nineties,”

he explains, “there wasn’t a lot going on.
There wasn’t enough to keep a person
here. I felt the need at that time to go
someplace else, to learn and to start my
life.”
Entrekin remembers how, 20 years ago,

“people were looking for a way out – to
just get out of here,” and believes that
something of a reversal has occurred.
“People are finding wonderful reasons to
stay, to become involved and to become
invested in the place and in the communi-
ty,” he says. And he has come to join
them.
“When my wife and I decided that I

was going to take this job in the city, it
was important to us that we also live
here,” Entrekin says. To live and partici-
pate as part of the community they decid-
ed against moving to one of the suburbs
and bought a house in the College
Cultural neighborhood. They wanted to
contribute as Flint residents to the
progress being made in the city.
In his professional work, too, Entrekin

hopes to serve the city in a communal
way, even while reaching out to individu-
als. Impressed by the Flint Public Art
Project but afraid that some might regard
such endeavors as exclusive or alien, he
wonders if the Art School might establish
“different entry points” to community-
based art which he regards as tied in valu-
able ways to living in Flint.

Staff writer Andrew Keast can be reached
at akeast@umflint.edu.

Photograph by Edwin D. Custer
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It had almost been forgotten, abused and
dumped on for years, but now Flint’s 82-
acre Thread Lake, between Interstate-475
and the Flint Golf Club, is beginning to get
some love.
Those behind the efforts to reclaim the

lake, which is a dammed portion of Thread
Creek near its connection to the Flint River,
hope someday soon to see people regularly
kayaking, hiking and exploring its many
nooks and crannies again.
The second annual “Love Your Lakes”

celebration, held in July, was evidence of
ongoing plans to clean up the lake and rein-
troduce it to the local community, said
Rebecca Fedewa, executive director of the
Flint River Watershed Coalition (FRWC).
In the last century, according to

David White, president of the
Genesee County Historical Society,
Thread Lake had an amusement park
called Lakeside Park with a carousel
and roller coaster. There was a dance
hall and a pavilion.Visitors could rent
kayaks and canoes and sail the lake.
The carousel survived. It was at

AutoWorld until it closed and now is
owned by the Michigan State
University Museum.White said there
was a trolley line down Saginaw
Street that delivered people right to
the park on summer nights. Later
there was a swimming pool, remnants
of which remain. But the park closed
and the area fell victim to neglect and
dumping.
Fedewa explained the FRWC part-

nered with Michigan State
University’s Planning and Zoning
Center to develop a strategy for re-
engaging the public with the lake.
“We worked for two years meeting with

area residents to identify what their priori-
ties are for this area for recreational oppor-
tunities, and we have a really fabulous plan.
We want to build that sense of community
here.”
Fedewa pointed out the lake is reachable

at McKinley Park off Collingwood Road,
with parking available at the Vista Center.
There also are docks — not in great shape
— on the north side of the lake accessible
via Winans and Maybury streets off
Lippincott Boulevard.
The 75 people who attended the “Love

Your Lakes” event had the opportunity to
kayak, walk trails and bird watch.
Sondra Severn, project coordinator for

the FRWC, said the organization brings the
kayaks out at least a few times between
spring and fall for residents to rent. She said
theywould do it more often if they hadmore
community interest.

Amy McMillan, director of Genesee
County Parks, and FRWC board chair, said
the parks division had just completed the
first year of a two-year agreement with the
City of Flint. “We have a partnership agree-
ment with the city, and under that agree-
ment, Genesee County takes care of four
parks,” including the two surrounding
Thread Lake, McKinley Park and Thread
Lake Park.
Flint Mayor Dayne Walling said the pur-

pose of the partnership between the city and
country parks was to “bring in the county
parks maintenance and security, into four of
the larger parks, in the hope that they would
be improved for the local families but also
be assets for the larger region.”

Thread Lake advocates hope this agree-
ment will increasingly help restore it. And
other groups are getting into the act as well.
Mike Herriman, education coordinator for
Business Promoters of Genesee County, got
involved with the lake during the
Leadership Genesee program four years
ago. Then the Business Promoters group
joined him and has volunteered every year
since. Herriman also involved his grand-
kids, J.C., 18, Skyelar, 13, and Evan, 10,
For years, like many other Flint residents,

Herriman didn’t even know the lake was
there. “When we started I had never heard
of Thread Lake. I didn’t even know where it
was,” he said.
Fedewa said that makes Thread Lake an

anomaly. “It’s a lake in themiddle of the city
that has had very little use,” she said. “It’s
beautiful. It’s got neighborhoods on all
sides. Unfortunately, it’s been a little lost.”

Skyelar Herriman described some of the
things they pulled from the lake: a pay-
phone, part of a car, a lot of tires, bottles,
mattresses and glass.
Mike Herriman said they removed glass

from the lake “one piece at a time. Some of
it was whole and some of it was broken.”
They wore gloves to protect themselves.
The cleanup changed Skyelar’s view of

the lake. “Seeing what came out of the lake,
all the glass and everything, it’s kind of iffy.
I’d never really thought about swimming in
the lake.”
While walking along a trail that leads to

Thread Lake, Herriman and his grandkids
commented on how different the park
looked in summertime with all the vegeta-

tion.
Skyelar Herriman laughed, saying,

“It’s like, wait, did they plant some-
thing here, it looks so different. It’s
really pretty out here in the summer.”
Mike Herriman added, “The first

few years, you couldn’t see the
ground because it was all roofing
shingles.” He said there were piles of
shingles six feet high that had been
dumped by construction companies.
Skyelar said, “The first year, we

didn’t even know there was a pavilion
back there and it looked like people
had just dumped their house. There
was just a huge pile of garbage, and
now you go back there and it’s super
clean.”
Herriman and the business pro-

moters hold their cleanup each spring
– it’s easier when there isn’t vegeta-
tion yet to spot garbage. It’s also cool-
er, he said, so volunteers can wear
long pants and long sleeves.

During this past spring’s cleanup,
Herriman made arrangements with the
county to have a 20-yard dump truck
brought out. “We could move the truck
around as needed,” he said. Still, getting the
trash out of the park was the biggest chal-
lenge.
“If we don’t get rid of it, if we don’t haul

it off, it gets mixed back in. That’s been one
of the stumbling blocks,” Herriman said.
Gates have been installed at multiple
entrances to prevent dumping, he said. One
gate was installed a few years ago at a spot
where people had been dumping animal car-
casses. A second gate was installed in 2014
to block where construction companies had
been dumping.
Protecting the lake is a community effort,

according to Herriman, who said the
Citizen’s Radio Patrol regularly monitors
the area. “When they see someone coming
in and it looks like they’re bringing trash,

Nearly forgotten, abused Thread Lake getting new love
By Ashley O’Brien

Thread Lake at McKinley Park

(Continued on Page 8.)

Photograph by Jan Worth-Nelson
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In the winter of 2013, poet, artist,
writer and teacher Traci Currie hit a low
point she could not ignore.
Her condo went into foreclosure. She

applied for a graduate program she
thought was a shoo-in and was rejected.
And one day she cussed at a texting stu-
dent in the middle of a class and felt that
she had to publicly apologize.
She had been in Flint for 10 years, hav-

ing arrived with a Ph.D. in media studies
for a job at UM-Flint, and was worn out,
demoralized and full of doubts.
So she paid attention. She sold every-

thing she owned, including her car. Then
she flew to Italy and took a year to clear
her head.
Currie, 40, has the luck of a sister who

runs a resort in Tuscany called Il
Gavillaccio. There she helped out with the
resort, taught English as a second lan-
guage to kids 9 to 12, tutored the guests,
wrote reviews for a magazine called
Audiophile, and found herself performing
her work at festivals where she was aston-
ishingly and warmly received.
She breathed and rested, reevaluated

and reassessed her life.
And then she came back, somewhat to

her own surprise. As she returned, she
found herself newly grounded, balanced
and committed more than ever to her writ-
ing, to her art, to her teaching.
And to her adopted city, where she has

just been named a “collegiate lecturer”–
an honored title conferred to only one lec-
turer a year at the University of Michigan
-Flint. She teaches spoken word, public
speaking, and film studies in the
Department of Communication and
Visual Arts.
She is active as a performing artist,

introduced Angela Davis at her winter
2015 UM-Flint appearance, and has
offered her fabric art through the Flint
Handmade collective.
She runs writing workshops for girls at

the Genesee Valley Regional Center, a
residential detention locale for juveniles
10 through 17 who have been court
ordered to stay pending court action or
placement in a secure environment.
And she was the editor-in-chief of a

recent collection of regional writing
called Messages from the Mitten:
Michigan Anthology of Short Stories and
Poems by Michigan Writers, from the
Flint River Press.
“So now, I am Flint,” she asserts,

perched in a flowered chair in her brick
1930s College Cultural neighborhood

duplex apartment. It’s a fairly new place
for her – and she says it feels good after
stints in Fenton, Grand Blanc and Burton.
Each move she’s made since she got back
has brought her closer to the heart of the
city.
A guitar rests in the corner. A hundred

or so old-style vinyl records are stacked in
a bookcase, and on her piano, the sheet
music is “I can’t make you love me.”
Fresh flowers take the sun on a circular
tiled table, and in her packed shelves are
an eclectic mix of books on Langston
Hughes, Africa, Shakespeare, the history
of women, Latinos, Jamaica, and even

vegetarianism and pasta.
“Almost all of this furniture is new – at

least new to me,” she says, waving a hand
around her breezy living room. “Except
that piano – I’ve had it since I was about
10. But whatever is in here, I wanted this
place to look like me.”
Currie has settled a few things now –

one key being, she says, a powerful affir-
mation of herself as a writer. And that in
her life, she needs to be an artist – of
words, fabrics, film – first, because that
informs her teaching. Her insights on
these points, after her year in Italy and
transformative workshops at New York
University and Kenyon College, have
propelled her back into her personal and
professional life with focused energy and
devotion.
She is moving forward with several

projects, working on a sequence of short
stories, and launching a website this
month, tracicurrie.com. She says the web-

site is a way of claiming her artistry and
identifying as a writer, visual artist and
spoken word artist. Her creative work
centers on identity, owning one’s voice
and personal story, and addressing “isms.”
Currie says she has had the support of a

treasured and sustaining cadre—her
“tribes” in Flint and beyond. They include
her “Goddess Squad” of close women
friends and the “Starbucks Saints” who
meet for their own spiritual and caffeinat-
ed rituals every Sunday.
She and those friends endlessly pursue

their curiosities, discussing everything
from art and music to the demands of a
creative life to Zen Buddhism and eastern
philosophy.
As she comes back into a demanding

full-time schedule of teaching, she finds
herself rethinking premises of higher edu-
cation, especially at the college level,
especially for teachers. Her ideas are stir-
ring and subversive.
“If we’re not careful, we can be

destroyed by the system that hired us,”
she says. “One of my mentors said to me
just before he died, ‘Traci, you’ve got to
figure out how you’re going to make the
university work for you as an artist, and
not how your art will work for the univer-
sity.’” It’s all a matter of balance, Currie
asserts. If the art doesn’t thrive, neither
does the teaching.
“When I got back, I was all in – I gave

all of me. I learned that I can do the work
of teaching best when I incorporate
myself unapologetically into it. I have
begun to think about what brilliance is –
we spend so much time in academia quot-
ing this person and that person, these
scholars” she says – heroes and heroines
we all admire and to whom we pay hom-
age.
But as a vigorously practicing artist,

Currie believes valorizing only others’
expertise misses something essential and
drains the work and the teaching of cru-
cial, direct, personal energy.
“At what point do we carve out a space

so that we can be brilliant? I’m not sup-
posed to be them – those other scholars –
I’m supposed to be brilliant Traci Currie
and do what I do best.” She delivers the
same call to her students and colleagues,
making brilliance seem welcome, even
natural, in Flint.

Jan Worth-Nelson is editor of East Village
Magazine. She can be reached at jan-
worth1118@gmail.com.

Photograph by Jan Worth-Nelson

Community Profile
Traci Currie: making a space for brilliance

By Jan Worth-Nelson

Traci Currie
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Volunteer Writers Wanted
East Village Magazine is looking for volunteer
news staff members. Learn journalism or simply
improveyourwriting skills. Spend as little as five
hours aweek.Contact eastvillage@sbcglobal.net
or write to 720 E. Second St. Flint MI 48503.

As curbside recycling efforts grow, vigilance needed
By Nic Custer

Participation in the city of Flint’s curb-
side recycling program has exceeded
expectations after its first two years, with
about 3,500 households, or 10 percent of
those receiving trash collection services,
participating. Officials are working to
continue its growth.
In an interview, newly hired Waste

Services Coordinator Heather Griffen
attributed the program’s success to the
ease of participation with single-stream
recycling. This process means that all
recycling materials are put into the same
bin and not separated until they reach the
ReCommunity Huron materials recycling
facility in New Boston.
A few bumps remain. Although the

recycling process keeps large amounts of
materials from ending up in the landfill,
not everything put in a container ends up
being recycled. Sometimes materials will
be contaminated with others to the point
where they cannot be separated and need
to be thrown away, such as broken glass
being mixed in with other small pieces of
plastic.

Plastic bags the worst
But more often than not, program coor-

dinators report, the issue is that non-
acceptable materials are being thrown in
the recycle bin. Some households still are
learning what is and is not recyclable.
Certain items are expected not to be recy-
clable such as paint, food waste, electron-
ics and clothing. But there are other items
which might not be so obvious including
plastic CD cases, mirrors and window
panes, shredded paper, flattened cans, sty-
rofoam and frozen food containers.
According to ReCommunity Huron’s
website, plastic bags are the worst con-
tainment that could be put in a container.
They are not recyclable. Gary Hicks,
Municipal Services Manager at Republic
Services explained that when plastic bags
are encountered the processing lines have
to be shut down and workers have to man-
ually remove the bags.
Transportation Director Kay

Muhammad said participation rates are
highest in the area north of Interstate 69
and east of Interstate 475, which has trash
collected on Thursdays.
Former Emergency Financial Manager

Ed Kurtz set the waste collection and
recycling fee at $142.71 in 2013, and as of
the summer 2015 taxes this charge has not

recycle although that program has been
established for a significantly longer time
than Flint’s. Hicks said the 23-gallon con-
tainers were introduced in Flint because
initially the focus was on getting the pro-
gram established and having a smooth
transition from public to private trash col-
lection. He said the transition was as
smooth as he had ever seen one.
City of Flint Chief Information Officer

Jason Lorenz said Flint’s program
requires citizen involvement. He asserted
the city only has resources to lead people
to the service and it is up to residents to
get involved.

City Hall joining in
This month Griffen began an internal

recycling program at city hall. She went to
every department and determined that
around 15% of city employees were
already collecting recyclable materials at
work and taking them home to add to their
personal bins. So she distributed small
bins at desks and larger 23-gallon bins for
each department. Griffen will visit depart-
ments each week to see how the program
is working.
The 2013 contract with Republic,

which privatized sanitation, was written
for three years with an option for
Republic to renew in year four. After that,
the city could rebid the job if unhappy
with the price. Muhammad said the city
will create a recycling committee of com-
munity members next year to look at the
cost and success of the program and make
a recommendation to the administration
and city council.
Nic Custer, East Village Magazine
managing ed i t o r, can be reached at
NicEastvillage@gmail.com

been reduced. All residents pay the fee
regardless of whether they participate in
the recycling service.
Griffen said the city has partnered with

Keep Genesee County Beautiful and
Republic Services to send out a mailer
encouraging residents to join the program.
The mailer explains where to get a free
recycling bin, the recycling guidelines and
when pickups occur. She said 10,000 of
these mailers have been sent out over the
past two quarters. The neighborhoods tar-
geted with the mailing already have high
participation rates. Griffen said these resi-
dents might be more likely to participate
because they can see their neighbors recy-
cling already. Since beginning the mailings,
there have been about 300 calls to the sani-
tation department referencing the letter.
Muhammad said she would like to see

more recycling participation in the
Northeast quadrant of the city. Future
mailings will be directed in this area to
grow the number of residents participat-
ing.
“It’s easy and we invite all of our resi-

dents to reach out and get a bin to put out
on the curb,” Muhammad said.
Hicks oversees trash collection in 107

communities in mid- and northern
Michigan including Flint. Although not
every community has recycling, he said
the single stream process has made a huge
difference in all of the communities using
it.

Participation encouraging
He agreed that there has also been

growth in local recycling participation
since the mailers started going out. Hicks
said the program has exceeded expecta-
tions growing from zero to more than 10
percent of households in less than three
years. Since Flint has a larger population
than other communities using the service,
these percentages are harder to achieve
and the figure is especially encouraging.
Griffen said she would like to expand

the program to include distributing 96-
gallon carts to residents. Hicks said the
cart is a good option because it can be
wheeled to the curb and has capacity for
many more materials than the traditional
23-gallon container. He said the cart was
recently introduced in Fenton Township
and the program doubled participation in
Midland after being introduced there.
Currently, 86% of households in Midland

~~wwiinnee~~
ccrraafftt   bbeeeerr
&&  mmoorree.... ..

at the Flint
Farmers’ Market
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Even though it’s tucked just east of down-
town Flint at the end of Kearsley Street
between Mott Community College and the
Flint Cultural Center, to step into C.S. Mott’s
Applewood estate is to enter another world,
far from anything urban and beyond any
conventional definition of the city. 
“Every time I came here,” says Carol

Andrew, an Applewood volunteer, looking
back on the early years of her acquaintance
with the 34-acre estate, “I always felt like I
was somewhere foreign.” 
And indeed the estate may be a part of

Flint that a lot of people don’t know exists,
though the administration’s efforts to share
this historic arbor continue to establish new
friends and build an effective reputation.
The estate gets about 20,000 visitors a

year, according to Megan McAdow, Ruth
Mott Foundation/Applewood Collections
and Exhibitions manager. 
Applewood was built in 1916 and is list-

ed in the National Registry of Historic
Places. The grounds include an orchard
with 29 varieties of heritage apples and 18
landscaped acres. The property includes the
main house, a gatehouse, barn, chicken
coop and a newer structure used as a main-
tenance and greenhouse complex. 
The late Ruth Mott, C.S. Mott’s fourth

and final wife, bequeathed the estate to her
Ruth Mott Foundation.   
McAdow said all Ruth Mott Foundation

staff are involved in preparing for the 2016
Applewood centennial, including in partic-
ular the estate’s nine groundskeepers, five
people working on preserving the house
and collections of furnishings inside, and
four people working on programming
events and field trips. 
McAdow is co-managing the centennial

events with Estate Manager Deb Elliott.  
They promise the centennial events will

offer pleasures for those already familiar
with Mott’s “gentleman’s farm” as well as
first-time visitors.
McAdow said “gentleman’s farm” was a

common designation when Applewood
was built that suggested a farm used for
pleasure rather than basic income. C.S.
Mott used his farm to grow and raise food
consumed by family and staff of
Applewood so to be self-sustaining. She
said any excess food was sold or given
away, and nothing went to waste.
Next year grounds will be open

Thursday through Sunday, and guided tours
of the house will be available.  Two books
are being prepared for the occasion: a biog-
raphy of C.S. Mott and a large volume of
photographs presenting the features and
history of the estate – both to be published

in the year ahead.
In the meantime, throughout this sum-

mer Applewood is open to the public at
least twice a month.  
On the second Saturday, Applewood

hosts a “Strolling Saturdays” program from
noon to 4 p.m., inviting visitors to enjoy the
grounds without a guide or set route around
the grounds.  
Everyone is likewise invited one

Thursday a month for “Bring Your Lunch
and Learn” day from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. It’s
a chance to hear from gardening experts
about topics such as growing roses and
common horticultural problems.
The crew who maintain the gardens, land-

scapes and structures have established easily
traveled paths to several choices for picnick-
ing, whether on a soft, green expanse of turf,
among beds of cultivated roses, beneath a
tower of huddled oaks or between the rows
of a healthy apple orchard. The solid bricks
and slate of the main house and original out-
buildings make it clear Applewood never
was a rustic camp, but a home.
There are wilder areas, too, but even in

the fields a visitor encounters paved paths.
Stairways have been built into the gentle
hills and a few pieces of statuary and sculp-
ture share space with butterflies and birds. 
“Applewood has always been a place of

serenity, for me – a place of peace, a place
of beauty,” says Dolores Odom, a volunteer
so fond of this place that she describes her
work as “really not work at all. You just
enjoy doing it. It’s more like an adventure
– something fun to do.”  That enthusiasm is
common here, where one finds visitors of
all ages, families and groups of students
along with volunteers and staff on duty. 
According to Odom, “It’s relaxing; it’s

therapeutic.” Anyone may join the staff as
a volunteer. 
Admission to Applewood during its

open hours is free, with no reservations
required. Nor is there any charge for
Applewood’s special events, such as the

Thriving Applewood prepares
for its centennial year

By Andrew Keast
they chase them down, run them out of the
neighborhood.”
Sandra E. Robinson, South Parks

Neighborhood Association secretary and
FRWC board member, said she hopes more
people will get involved.  “I live on the north
side of the lake,” Robinson said. “There’s a
lot happening, but I want to see more on the
north side. You don’t have to just be a fish-
erman to enjoy the lake.”
South Parks Neighborhood Association,

which meets every third Thursday at
Vermont Christian Church at 5 p.m. has a
Thread Lake Committee.  
Robinson said she wants people to “come

to the meetings and bring their ideas as well
as support what we’ve been doing.” 
According to Robinson, the South Parks

Neighborhood Association partnered with
Vermont Church and Howard Estates to
adopt the parks, clean them up and monitor
them. 
With so much work under way on the

lake and parks, Fedewa said, “Our next
steps are to do so some really rigorous water
testing and sediment testing, so we can tell
people for sure whether or not the water is
safe. Right now we have no data.” Fedewa
said the FRWC is working to secure funds
to begin testing on the lake.
“We need to have opportunities for peo-

ple to use it,” Fedewa said. “On a normal
day, nobody will come out here and go
kayaking. We want people to feel comfort-
able to come out here and use the lake.”
McMillan said the Genesee County Parks

are starting talks to extend and expand the
partnership agreement with the City of Flint.
“The parks still belong to the city so the res-
idents haven’t given up anything. The city is
very good at getting grants and we do the
maintenance. It’s a really good partnership.”
The Thread Lake report produced by

Michigan State in partnership with the
FRWC can be found at canr.msu.edu.  

Staff writer Ashley O’Brien can be reached at
am.obrien@rocketmail.com. EVM editor Jan
Worth-Nelson contributed to this report. She
can be reached at janworth1118@gmail.com

... Lake
(Continued from Page 5.)

Ryan A. Guerra

(Continued on Page 11.)
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Over the next few months Flint resi-
dents may notice a blossoming of art
addressing everything from Flint’s water
troubles to saving the monarch butterfly
to dancing in Riverbank Park. Other proj-
ects are creating steel band performances,
podcasts, murals, fashion design and a
celebration of Hispanic culture.    
The plethora of events are thanks to 14

local projects funded through Share Art
Flint, an annual set of grants established
in 2012 by the Greater Flint Arts Council
for innovative contributions to the com-
munity. 
Working with funds from the Ruth

Mott Foundation, the council is distribut-
ing $60,000 among individuals and teams
whose ideas were selected from 87 pro-
posals by its panel of 10 judges. The proj-
ects are in implementation now, and are to
be completed by October 31. Here are
brief descriptions of the winners. 

Gallery on the Go
Sandra Branch is setting up a neighbor-

hood picnic at Durant Park on three occa-
sions this summer, through a program she
calls “Gallery on the Go,” designed to
serve the area in several ways. Each event
is a celebration of community spirit, invit-
ing individuals and families to enjoy the
park and the company of their neighbors
with music, chalk art on the sidewalk,
face painting, games, an open mic, crafts
and food. The program also encourages
artistic experience and generosity, as par-
ticipants paint 4 foot by 10 foot panels for
a grand mural that is growing to extend
across much of the park. The panels are to
be taken in the fall to blighted sections of
the neighborhood, where they will be used
to board up empty Land Bank properties
and secure them from vandalism and
criminal activity. More information avail-
able at sandrabranch1.wix.com or gene-
seefun.com or Sandra Branch’s page at
Facebook.

Audio Braid
Alan Harris and Nic Custer are turning

to the community to create their “Audio
Braid,” a series of music, poetry, spoken
word and field recordings being woven
into a new cohesive narrative arc and
shared with the public as a podcast that
“immerses listeners in a unique audio
experience, while bringing a voice to
social, relevant issues and themes.” As the
material for this community-driven proj-

ect comes from artists and other local con-
tributors, such as members of Flint’s
Raise It Up! Youth Arts and Awareness,
the podcast, to be launched at a free event
during the September 11 Art Walk at
Flint’s Local 432, will be a work of
diverse and creative collaboration.
Further details are available at genesee-
fun.com and at the Facebook page for
Audio Braid. (In the interest of full dis-
closure, Nic Custer also is managing edi-
tor of East Village Magazine).

Body of Water
With “A Body of Water,” Desiree Duell

allows participants to create thematic art
through workshops using sculptures made
from water bottles, and hopes to get a lot
of people involved to find solutions to the
city’s water dilemmas.

Arts en el parque
Ana Vargas is setting up an event she

calls “Arte en el parque,” a day of diverse
experience designed for a sharing of
Hispanic culture with the general public
through a festive and diverse experiences
of art, food, music, sports, dance and
more.

Arts Empowerment
Selected by the Boys and Girls Club,

the girls who participate in Robin Fisher’s
“Arts Empowerment Program” will learn
about Bessie Coleman, the first African
American woman to become a pilot in the
U.S., and then create their own original
performance based on the life of this
inspiring figure.

Elevate Fine Arts
“Elevate Fine Arts Instruction” is

Darcel Phinisee’s campaign to bring for-
mal musical education into the lives of a
range of children, from pre-kindergarten
through eighth grade. Instruction to
groups and private lessons after school
and during the summer will be offered,
with a chance of integration into the regu-
lar academic day.

Expect to Win 
As hosts of a local radio show about the

problems of youth in this area, the young
people in Bettye Hendricks’ “Expect to
Win for Youth” will learn to see how they
belong to the community, and how their
participation can affect its progress.

Fashion camp
Kala Wilburn, the founder the Fannie

Lucille line of apparel and handbags,
organized her “Fashion4Life,” as a “fash-

ion camp” held in mid-July, to encourage
participants with guidance and support in
creating their own fashion, and to share
her knowledge with students through
instruction in design and sewing. More
about Wilburn’s work can be found at fan-
nielucille.com and on her Facebook page
for Fannie Lucille.

Flint Steel Band
Jim Coviak’s “Flint Steel Band Flint

Youth” will provide musical education
and experience to local youth through
four weeks of instruction and a perform-
ance.

Happy Feelings
Mama Sol’s event, “Happy Feelings,”

is designed to inspire and give strength to
families and youth through the experience
of artistic creation, teaching them to
understand their potential for important
contributions to the social and economic
work through which communities are
built.

Finding a Voice
Cherisse Bradley is working to heal

individuals and transform society with “I
Found My Voice,” a program in which
participants share their experiences
through collaborative poetic creation and
performance.

Making a Mural
The “Real Art Team’s McLaren

Medical Education Outdoor Mural”
allows children to work together under the
direction of Wendy Brimley and Randee
Piper on a public mural presented outside
for the benefit of the community, as well
as those involved in its creation. 

Monarchs in Peril
Craig Henshaw’s “Monarchs in Peril”

provides an educational experience for
children at the Haskell Community
Center, where they will learn about butter-
flies and create art that presents butterflies
in ceramic form.

Riverbank Dance
With her “Riverbank Park Dance

Project,” established in 2014, Emma
Davis strives to cultivate appreciation for
this public space by relating its history
and letting others share their own experi-
ences of the park, and her work further
strengthens a sense of community among
participants as she directs a conversation
of expression through dance. “Story
Circles” for the collection of narrative
accounts were held at the Flint Farmers’

Fourteen projects foster art boom in Flint
By Andrew Keast

(Continued on Page 10.)
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research development and marketing assis-
tance. Rand Paul’s comments on corporate
welfare might not sound out of place com-
ing from Elizabeth Warren and other liberal
Democrats concerned about the corporate
dominance of the American economy. 
So in an age of bitter partisanship, where

Democrats and Republicans can’t seem to
agree on what to have for lunch, does this
signal a new dawn where both parties will
march off, arm in arm, singing “Kumbaya”?    
I doubt it. There’s still a lot of Rand Paul’s
message that isn’t going to fly with
Democrats and he’s hardly going to win
many votes on the left side of the aisle.   
But the fact that he was willing to go

beyond the standard “let’s cut taxes and
strangle government” Republican mantra,
just might be a sign that there is some room
for agreement even among polar opposites
on the political spectrum.
And that might be more important than

The Donald’s carnival act.

Paul Rozycki is a retired professor of
political science from Mott Community
College. He has lived in Flint since 1969
and has been involved with and observed
Flint politics for many years. He is author of
Politics and Government in Michigan (with
Jim Hanley) and A Clearer Image:  The
History of Mott Community College.  He
can be reached at paul.rozycki@mcc.edu.

... Trump
(Continued from Page 3.)

... Art boom
(Continued from Page 9.)
Market and Buckham Gallery in July, and
the work inspired by these stories will be
performed on September 25, 26 and 27 at
Riverbank Park. The project’s website at
RiverbankDanceProject.com provides fur-
ther details. 

Staff writer Andrew Keast can be reached
at akeast@umflint.edu.

Volunteer Distributors Wanted
The East Village Magazine is looking
for volunteer distributors in some of the
residential blocks bounded by E. Court,
Franklin, Tuscola and Meade Streets.
Spend less than one hour a month get-
ting exercise and insuring your neigh-
bors get the magazine. Contact
ecuster@sbcglobal.net or write to 720
E. Second St. Flint, MI 48503
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Communication and community
responsbility dominated the discussion at
Flint’s second public safety town hall
meeting. Eight panelists representing the
City of Flint or public safety answered
questions from the community.
Members of law enforcement stressed

the need for residents to report crime or
suspicious behavior.  
“You’ve got to report it,” said Amy

Belanger, a community service trooper
with the Michigan State Police. Belanger
added reports can be made anonymously
to the local police or to Crimestoppers,
which is based out of Canada, so their
records can’t be subpoenaed. 
Sheriff Captain Casey Tafoya told a

story about an individual who waited till
the morning to report a burglary at a neigh-
bor’s house in the middle of the night.
“You’re never bothering us,” Tafoya

said.
At issue for some is perceived ineffec-

tive communication and mistrust.    
“Nobody up here is going to deny the

fact that there has been a lack of commu-
nication between law enforcement and the
community,” Belanger said.
Flint Chief of Police James Tolbert said

the police department needs to correct the
existing image that police do not care
about the community. “We absolutely
care,” he said. “Unfortunately our issue is
resources and priorities. Sometimes when
we get there we may not seem interested.” 
According to Tolbert, police officers

are receiving customer service training.
“We want you to believe you’ve been
treated fairly.” 
Tolbert said the Flint police department

had partnered with the Mediation Center
to provide mediation training to volun-
teers who could help resolve neighbor-
hood conflicts. About some calls to the
police,  Tolbert said, “they aren’t crimes,
they’re disagreements, but if they are
unaddressed they turn into crimes.” 
In addition to mediation volunteers,

Tolbert called on more people to partici-
pate in Blue Badge and Citizen’s Radio
patrol. 
Tolbert said after some training, “You

patrol your neighborhood. Why? Because
you know who belongs in your neighbor-
hood and who doesn’t.” According to
Tolbert, many volunteers helped last
Halloween but interest waned since then. 
Belanger coordinated a community

event, “Cone with a Cop” in which the
Burton Police Department, Genesee
County Sheriff’s Department and Flint
police department partnered with Dairy

Queen in Burton to give away about 375
cones of ice cream. 
These kinds of events are about com-

municating with everyone, according to
Belanger. “We’re trying to bridge that gap
so that the community feels comfortable
coming to us with their issues.”
Sometimes addressing deteriorated

properties helps, panelists suggested.
Megan Hunter, director of Planning and
Management, said some resources were
available from the Genesee County Land
Bank’s “Clean and Green” program for
groups that volunteered to fight blight.
Homeowners were also encouraged to
adopt adjacent lots. 
Some Land Bank properties are avail-

able for sale to adjacent homeowners for
very low rates, Hunter said. 
Natasha Henderson, Flint city adminis-

trator, said consolidation of 911 dispatch
services was under way. “We do actually
realize savings, and any of that money is
put back into public safety,” she said. 
Flint Fire Chief David Cox reported

that incidents of arson have gone down in
the city of Flint. Cox credits the “Knock
and Speak” program, where firefighters
reached out to residents going door to
door and let “people know that we want
them to take ownership for their commu-
nity.” 
Vicki Vanburen, Ward 8 council-

woman, warned, “Law enforcement can-
not do it alone,” but that residents had to
make reports, take pictures or keep
records, so that issues could be resolved. 
Monica Galloway, Ward 7 council-

woman, agreed that residents had to help
fight crime and blight. 
“We cannot sit idly by,” Galloway said.

“We have to take ownership.” 
Staff writer Ashley O’Brien can be
reached at am.obrien@rocketmail.com.

Public told “Report it, own it,” 
at neighborhood safety confab

By Ashley O’Brien

Unclassified ads
Editing Services. Eagle Eye Editing and
Proofreading Services provides top-notch copy edit-
ing and proofreading for your writing needs by a
published author and East Village Magazine copy
editor and proofreader. Prices depend on the type of
project and number of pages. Contact Danielle E.
Ward at eagleeyeediting@danielleelyse.com.
For Rent. House, 4-bedroom, 11⁄2 baths, laundry, walk-
ing distance to UM-Flint and MCC. (810 235-0021)
Three Apartments for Lease Below. From all three
apartments, walk three blocks or less to UM-Flint
and MCC campuses, Cultural Center, downtown,
Farmers’ Market, four parks, bike paths. Easy free-
way access. References and credit check. On-site
management. Off-street parking. E-mail
ecuster@sbcglobal.net or write Apartment, 720 E.
Second St., Flint MI 48503. 
• Apartment For Lease August 23
Large two-bedroom apartment (1100 sq. ft.) on the
second floor, basement laundry, on cul-de-saced
Avon St. near Kearsley St.  Quiet tenants sought, ref-
erences and credit check required, $595 a month plus
electric. Heat and water included. 
• Large furnished two-bedroom apartment on
East Second Street. Laundry and off-street parking,
$585 a month plus heat and electrical. Pictures
available.
• Four-bedroom second-floor apartment on Crapo
Street just off Kearsley Street. Recently remodeled
featuring AC, new appliances, sunroom, smokeless
fireplace, hardwood floors, pantry, laundry, garage
with automatic door. Can be partially furnished.
$695 per month includes water. Pictures available.

annual “Harvest Festival,” held in
September, December’s “Holiday Walk,”
the recent “Firefly Walk” or the two August
events – a day of artistic creation August 8,
when the grounds will be shared with artists
painting “en plein air,” and “Goodies From
the Garden” on August 13, an evening of
instruction, demonstrations, games and
music with a focus on gardens and growing.
Applewood is located at 1400 E. Kearsley

St. where Kearsley meets Longway Boulevard.
More information about Applewood and its
operations can be found at flintculturalcen-
ter.com/applewood, at ruthmottfounda-
tion.org/applewood, at exploreapple-
wood.org and on Facebook. 
Staff writer Andrew Keast can be reached
at akeast@umflint.edu. Jan Worth-Nelson,
East Village Magazine editor, contributed
to this report. She can be reached at jan-
worth1118@gmail.com.

... Applewood
(Continued from Page 8.)

BATTISTE’S

TEMPLE DINING ROOM
PUBLIC WELCOME

Serving Downtown Flint since 1947
Luncheon Monday-Friday 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

All Occasion Catering
235-7760

East Village Magazine
has writing internships available. 

Call (810) 233-7459 
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Village Life
Natural Flint: rusty ruin to riparian beauty

By Bob Thomas
When I returned to Flint a decade ago,

the city’s rusty ruin totally discombobulat-
ed me. Having chosen to live in Flint, I
needed to know where I really was, not
where I feared I was. I sought orientation
and guidance. 
Regular walks with my wife Ingrid, a

longtime Central Park resident, neighbor-
hood activist and librarian, and our dog
Frida familiarized me with the territories. I
asked questions and Ingrid provided
answers, from local history and politics to
the resident fauna and flora. Frida set our
moseying pace.  
Much of Flint’s recent history and poli-

tics discomfited me, but nature’s revela-
tions cheered me greatly. Reconnecting

with nature also reconnected me to my
earthly roots on land that included the site
where I was born. Two blocks from that
site runs Gilkey Creek, for most of its
urban life nothing more than an agricultur-
al and industrial drainage ditch, portions of
which run underground though culverts. 
Ingrid introduced me to the stream’s run

from Pierce Park to Dayton Park where it
empties into the Flint River. Along this thin
riparian corridor are several neighborhood
villages and five of Flint’s 62 parks.  
More stimulating than a cup of strong

java is a day kickstarted by meeting with
our wildlife neighbors in their village. Be it
the blue heron on the pond or the mallard
families cruising the creek or the geese
roaming the meadow along Applewood or
the primeval monster catfish and huge
snapping turtles or the fox and the hare and
more winged species than I can identify,
our animal companions all bring unre-
hearsed wonders to the morning.
As stakeholders and residents in the

Gilkey Creek Watershed, Ingrid and I feel
a proprietary bond with our village creek.
We continue to be rewarded with natural
surprises.
Our most recent dramatic sighting was a

mink kit who popped out of the high grass
along the creek on his hind legs like a
Disney character welcoming us to
Gilkeyland. He showed no fear. After he
ducked back into the thick foliage and we
continued gawking and walking, he reap-
peared several yards up the line in the same
pose. Having seen an adult mink on a pre-
vious walk, we were not entirely surprised
with the appearance of a kit, but for the rest
of our stroll we kept shaking our heads in
wonder while mumbling, “MINK living
along Gilkey Creek.” 
Early in our explorations we were sur-

prised by an explosion of water and air. We
had startled a pair of wood ducks who had
been floating on the creek under the cam-
ouflage of thickets. The display was partic-
ularly satisfying since Ingrid and I had
never seen a wood duck in the wild, an
oddity since we both have spent consider-
able time in Michigan outdoors.
Both the mink and duck sightings

occurred very near and either side of the

Court Street bridge in the heart of Flint,
hardly the wild, but an indication that the
quality of our resident watershed habitat
was on the rise.
The Gilkey Creek Watershed Management

Plan of 2005/06 and the Gilkey Creek
Restoration Project of 2007/08 have been the
most recent prime movers in restoring the
creek from a drain to a recovering natural trib-
utary of the Flint River, which is also in recov-
ery after decades of abuse. 
One of our favorite routes along the

stream is the stroll from Burroughs Park
through the Mott campus to Kearsley Park.
Within that stretch is a fascinating, diversi-
fied demonstration of Flint fauna and flora.
There we see daily evidence of the

intended results of the Gilkey Creek
Restoration Project. Among the plan’s
objectives in daylighting a section of the
creek that flowed through a culvert was to
create an area demonstrating techniques of
stream stabilization and habitat enhance-
ments like pools, rapids and native plants.   
Since this section is in our neighborhood

and on our regular walking route, Ingrid
and I have watched the plan morph into
being, then mature through the four sea-
sons of each of the last eight years. And the
show goes on and gets better every year. 
Walks through Gilkeyland offer me per-

spective and distance from my personal
woes, some real and some self-induced.
Nature’s ways allow me to focus on the
world outside myself, the world we all
share — always a firmly grounding orien-
tation. 
Following Gilkey Creek from the Court

Street bridge along the restored section
running between the Applewood Estate
and Mott College’s campus to Kearsley
Park offers daily enlightenment from
Planet Earth and reminds me how life-
affirming one of nature’s villages can be.
All I have to do is pay attention to where

I really am.

Bob Thomas is an EVM board member. He
disappeared in San Francisco for 35 years,
only to reappear a decade ago as a retired
resident of Flint’s Central Park village
where he found true love and a new home.
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A Bombus terretris 
circles milkweed by the porch
until it lights and tongue-laps  
nectar from the blossoms’
universe, 
then coils, uncoils, folds its 
proboscis tight for flight and 
takes the air.

Darwin called you humble-bee
But oh, he knew your body buzz--
your black and yellow, 
orange and buff,
your brush of hair 
so miniscule, so fine;
he knew your bulk
took gold to daisies, phlox,
to yellow roses by the fence
to stigma, stamen, anthers
in the pastures, grasslands
fields that stretch across the 
hungry earth,
and he rejoiced.

Grayce Scholt is a retired English professor from
Mott College who wrote art reviews for the Flint
Journal. Her book of poetry, Bang! Go All the
Porch Swings, is available online from Amazon. A
personal narrative of the poet’s life in Europe in
the early 1950s, Vienna,Only You, is available at
gscholt09@comcast.net. The author’s new book
of poems, Night Song, is available from Friesen
Press (www.friesenpress.com) and Amazon.

Bumble Bee
By Grayce Scholt


